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 Preparing to cast.
                           Well, with the year already in full swing, we have a couple of articles on our recent outings, as well as a full “Events Calendar,” up to the end of March. Note that there have been a few changes to venues and dates, due to unsuitable tides, clashing of dates etc, so check the calendar carefully. Notable among changes these are the swop of dates between the outing to Ramsgate and to Rocky Bay in February and March respectively. There is also a change in date to the proposed outing to Wattled Crane on 13th to 16th March and Prize Giving on Saturday 21st March.
Bass fishing was good at Dunstone’s Dam in the middle of January, but a total blank at Impenjati on the 26th. Remember this could change at the next outing, so be at Ramsgate on the 8th February and you may strike it rich, if not, you will at least have had an outing with a great bunch of guys and gals.                                                                                                     Cheers Arthur.
Events Calendar

	Date
	Event
	Venue
	Time

	February 8th
	Saltwater outing
	Ramsgate "Big tree beach"
	Early

	February 11th
	Fly-tying workshop
	Neil's home
	18h15

	February 22nd
	Bass outing
	Steve's Dam
	Early

	February 26th
	Monthly meeting
	Umtentweni Tennis Club
	18h00 for 18h30

	March 1st
	Saltwater outing
	Rocky Bay
	Early

	March 4th 
	Committee meeting
	Arthur's home
	18h00

	March 11th
	Fly-tying workshop
	Neil's home
	18h15

	March 13th to 16th
	Trout outing
	Wattled Crane 
	TBA

	March 21st
	Prize Giving
	Steve's home
	18h00

	March 26th
	AGM
	Umtentweni Tennis Club
	18h00 for 18h30


Coming Events.
  The first outing of the month is to the Ramsgate Big Tree Beach and Mbizane lagoon. This is on Sunday 8th February. Be here early and fish either the beach or the lagoon on a kick boat. Braai afterwards,

   Neil’s home again, for the fly-tying workshop on Wednesday 11th February, when we will tie the Filoplume Damsel and the Mylar Sprat. Both recipes have been circulated to members.

        Bass time once more on Sunday 22nd when we tackle Steve’s dam. Kick boats are not essential, but will enable you to get to the area that you want to fish. Braai afterwards.

  The monthly meeting, is as usual at the Umtentweni Tennis Club on Thursday 26th February at 18h00 for 18h30. Don’t forget to bring your completed raffle lists plus of course the boodle therefor.

  We will try Rocky Bay for the salt water outing on Sunday 1st March. Be there early and Bruce may be available to give a few pointers as to where to try and what tactics to use. No braai facilities, but there is a good restaurant on the beach, so it will be brekker there afterwards.

  There is a committee meeting at Arthur’s home on Wednesday 4th March. No need to tell you that if you have anything to ask the committee, now is your chance, so I won’t remind you. 

Even though we do not have a FotM competition in March, We will still have a workshop at Neil’s home on Wednesday March 11th. We may tie a hopper fly or a fly with wings, a parachute or a halo, just as practice. 


                                                                                                                           Continued on Page 2.
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 Past Events.   

   Bass outing to Dunstone’s Dam. Sunday 11th January. By Stephen Brand.

         Neil, Rob, John, Pieter vd M, Sakkie, Mitch, Ken, David S, Marion, Elise, Mike S. Toi, Mark, Steve and Dave M. arrived between 6 and 7 am. 
 The dam was pristine, with grass cut and lilies removed. Weather was also perfect; overcast with the odd breeze.
   Neil caught 12 on a popper, Steve 7, on a dragon fly, Dave M, 20 on a green and yellow Twist, Toi 10 on a “Yelling” Woolly Bugger, Mike S, 1 on an “Oh-Um Popper. “
   Piet vd M, 7 on Dave’s Demon, Sakkie, 1 on an olive Woolly Worm, John, 20 on a Jacaranda and Dave’s Demon, Ken 16, on a Red Setter, David S, 6 on a Surf Puff Rob, 6 on a Speed Cop and Mark, 9 on a Red Setter and weighted black Woolly Bugger.
  Total 107.
We stayed and had a braai at the lapa.

Saltwater outing to Impenjati Sunday 25th January. By John New.

   There was a good turn-out (Steve, John, Neil, Sakkie, Rob, Ken, David S, Mike S. and Toi, supported by Marion, Elise, Dick, June, visitor Dave Lambley and Arthur. Ed), but no one caught a fish. Steve caught a crab and Ken and Sakkie each had a bump, but no hook-up. 
  The fine rain was a pest, but we tried. The water was OK, I think that the tide was also OK as well, but the fish were not interested.
 We managed a braai; Steve got wet, looking after the braai, while the rest of us hid in the bird hide.  

Monthly meeting.at the Umtentweni Tennis Club. Thursday 29th January.
   
 Present:   16 members                                                                     

Apologies: Ken and David.

Visitor: Dave Lambley.

Fly of the Month: Judged by Frank. 

Freshwater:  Neil’s Modified Black Muishond: Dick, Sean, Arthur, Pieter C., John, Toi, Steve.

Saltwater: Gully Bugger:  John, Steve, Dick, Arthur, Pieter C., Sean Toi, Mike S.

Freestyle: Pieter C., (Black Fruit Fly,) Mitch, (Little Fly,) Pieter C., (Brown Shrimp,) Pieter vd M, (Woolly Worm,) Sean, (Long Wing Charlie.)

Coming Events:

See “Events Calendar” and “Coming Events” above.
Note that there have been a number of changes to outings and meetings. So read the list carefully to ensure that you do not miss out,

General:

Arthur mentioned that the response to the request for members to submit flies for consideration in the FotM competition had been very poor. If Neil had not put in a stout effort and produced a number of new flies, the committee would still be debating which flies to select!!!!! The list will be circulated to members, once the recipes have been finalised.

Steve, John, Rob, Frank, Mitch, Arthur and possibly, Dave M, are going to Wattled Crane from Friday 13th to Monday 16th March. The daily rate is R 380.00 per person, plus a one-off cost of R250.00 cleaning fee that is split between the group. John is leading the trip, so pay him ASAP.

Matt fished the Mtwalume flats in November and had a field day. The tide was receding and this, together with the outflow of the river, caused a large eddy to form up against the rocks. The king fish were chasing sprats and Matt managed to get 13 decent kingies in the space of less than 30 minutes, using a small shrimp pattern. He went back later, but conditions had changed and he only managed two more. On Wednesday 28th January, he fished the Umzimkulwana River, a long way up from the Parks Board parking area. Using a PTN he landed 10 scalies: 3 small ones, 3 of 35 cm and 4 of 40 cm. 


“General” cont’d on Page 3 .
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  Mitch suggested that we discuss “Effective knots used to attach the tippet to the hook” at a future monthly meeting. All agreed that this was a good idea.

  Steve mentioned that he had caught a number of bass in his dam recently, took him a long time to get them, as the fish are particularly fussy feeders at present. Pieter C. however, lost a big one there, a week ago. The fish are around, just waiting for the correct morsel to be presented.

Steve tabled the financial report, which shows that the club’s finances are very healthy indeed. Well done, Steve. With raffle money coming in, subs for 2026 / 2027 nearly due and the Master -at-Arms report also up for review at the AGM, our finances should be in a very healthy state in two months time. 

Fry, Fingerling and Stocky stories.



 Scientists believe that they have solved a mystery that has bugged them for decades. The phenomenon of king fish entering the Mtentu estuary and swimming around in a giant circle for a day or so and then disappearing back to the ocean, has been studied for many years.
In Volume 47, of The African Journal for Marine Science, published by R.B, Dixon, B.Q. Mann, T.S. Murray, R.D. Cowley and R. Daly in December 2025, there is a report outlining how the use of acoustic transmitters on 10 fish, over a number of years, revealed that the movement of these fish were related to water temperatures. The report concludes that the kingfish enter the Mtentu estuary to warm up, after feeding in cold water off-shore. Once their body temperature has stabilised, they head back off-shore.  This however does not fully explain why this estuary seems to be the only one chosen for this “sauna exercise.”  


 Taking a look through newsletters for the past decade or so, shows a distinct pattern. This is the time of year when there is an appeal to members to don their thinking caps and to give some thought as to who they would like to guide the club for the coming year. The AGM is on Thursday 26th March. As has been said countless times in the past, the current committee has had their shoulders to the wheel for ages, and while I dare say we are doing a fair job, that does not mean that the system cannot be improved upon. If you think you or a colleague can add value or an extra bit of spice to the system, now is your chance,



 A reminder to those of you who have not returned their raffle lists to Steve, please do so ASAP. Early returns facilitate the process to a huge extent. 



 Sean Dixon, from Xplorer will be at the February monthly meeting, on 26th February. He will hopefully tie the grasshopper pattern that he favours for Sterkfontein. He will probably also have a bundle of fly-tying material for sale, so if you are in the market for anything in particular, give Sean a shout. If you do not have his details, drop a line to Dick (082 453 8618,) he will pass on your request and it will be delivered.


 Had a note from erstwhile SCFA Treasurer, Gwynn Russell, the other day. He sends regards to all those members who remember him. He is still in the UK and is in the process of selling his cash register business. Has had enough of being a working man and wants to spend more time with a rod in his hand.

 Last Cast. 

                  My tackle is currently in a bit of a tangle, and it will take a while for me to sort it into a castable state, so I’ll just say cheers and hope to see you on or at the water.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Cheers Arthur. 
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